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What is it with wood? 
 
Being architects we appreciate and choose from most kinds of materials accordingly, 
depending on what is most appropriate, adapted to whatever context given us. 
 
But, how come wood fascinates us so much, sometimes way beyond rationale? 
 
As for myself, this long life intimate relationship started when I as a first year 
architectural student and spent, a relative fortune, on this book called "Japanese 
Joinery". It contained mostly a series of b/w photographs showing how studs of wood 
can be joined together, without nails, screws, glue, or any other fasteners, just using 
dove-tails, finger joints and a variety of interlocks that can only be done with wood! 
That was it. I was had. This is what architecture is all about; bringing things safely 
together, as nicely as you can.   
 
Although I dont believe in reincarnation, I swear I am going to be a carpenter in my 
next life. Why? 
 
Because, I love the smell of wood. 
You can shape it, mould, and carve it, 
You can bite in it, and taste it if you want. 
You can occasionally tell its age (by counting its annual rings) 
It elders nicely with a patina, and wears and tears like a storyteller 
You can go inside it like a hollow tree trunk. 
It has favourable thermal and hydroscopic properties. 
We can burn it, recycle it, and reuse every bit of it. 
We even sing about it, quite often. 
 
Lets face it, we are all in love with its beauty, an all levels. 
 
I have to reveal I have a baby at home I cuddle with everyday: 
A Martin guitar that reminds me of the acoustic properties this material has. 
No offense to steel, glass and concrete, but could a Stradivarius be built out of any 
these? 
--- 
We Norwegians like to think that we are above average clever on most things. 
We are few, but we have a patriotic self-esteem that sometimes exceeds collective 
common sense. 
For the time being, we think we are world champions in wooden architecture. I´m 
afraid were not. Look at Peter Zumthor or Kengo Kuma, and many other pioneers on 
modern high quality wooden architecture throughout the world. You can look to any 
massive wood production line in Austria or Switzerland, only to find they are way 
ahead of us, as far as prefabricated modern wood houses are concerned, etc. 
  



But, mind you we are catching up. We have some clever runner-ups serving 
outstanding examples, like Tyin Tegnestue, Jensen & Skodvin, and Helen & Hard, 
just to mention a few.   
We certainly have the ability to explore the possibilities in wooden architecture. But, 
we need help to do so. Thats why we have invited guests from abroad today: Lee 
Bennett from UK, and Markus Thurnher from Austria. A special thanks to you, for 
coming all this way, and showing us how things really should be done :) 
 
 
Enough about the properties of wood. 
Lets not forget the enormous potential for wood in this country. 
We have so much of it, and we have some comparative advantages with our know-
how, given through our long traditions building with timber. Its in our veins. 
 
Perhaps the greatest potential for this material lies in pre-fabrication. 
The relative light weight, low cost, combined with its earlier mentioned properties, 
makes wood very useful for ready-made modules ready for transport.  
 
Production sites can be set up close to woodlands where there is easy access to this 
comparatively exhaustible resource, near you. That can reduce transport costs. 
This, and given the fact that controlled production in-doors (especially in winter) 
gives less waste and the possibility for better quality control, suggests that industrial 
building methods are one of the more environmentally actions we can take on in the 
future. 
 
The combination of BIM and advanced 3D manufacturing technology, supports the 
need for more industrial building methods. For sure, this can also apply to other 
building materials like metals and composites, but here we have to take all other 
sustainable advantages into account, in order to see the overall potential.  
 
We have a rough climate in this country, with tough winters, and wet, windy periods, 
especially along our coastal habitats. The moisture tends to freeze and melt 
continuously, causing severe stress on building envelopes.  Our vernacular wooden 
architecture responds well to these conditions. Given a conscious approach to this, we 
now have the opportunity to develop further expertise on high quality, weather-
resistant architecture, as a response to the increasing climatic challenges. This could 
be one of the foremost comparative advantages we have, when planning our 
futurebuilt environments. 
 
So, what does the new government have in store for this part of the building industry? 
Will they follow the good intentions on strategies for increasing the use of wood? 
Will they encourage production sites for massive wood elements and pre-fab 
modules?  
So far, the programmes for more wood in public buildings and dense urban areas, 
seem to have positive effects. But more can be done. 
There is a constant need for innovation and model projects, gladly from young 
newcomers. This can best be encouraged by long-term strategies and generous public 
(and private) support. 
 
Will the government encourage the use of wood in their new headquarters in Oslo?  



In spite of the strong security requirements, they should be challenged to think 
beyond a Fort Knox-like complex of reinforced concrete. Do they dare?   
 
Talking about the next generation, there are quite a few students and Wild Cards here 
today. Wonder what they are up to.. On the other hand it should be quite obvious 
since they are here already, absorbing whats new on the topic. I suspect we will see 
some outstanding wooden projects from these talents in the near future. In fact we 
have the latest years seen some impressive projects being done at our architectural 
schools, where students self-organize the designing and building of full scale models, 
exploring the potential of wood as a constructive material. 
 
As I said initially, we have nothing against masonry, concrete, steel, glass, composites 
and whatever other occasionally useful components. There are about 50.000 different 
kinds of them to choose from when we shape our surroundings. That means we have 
to be conscious in the choices we make, with special notice to which is most 
applicable as far as cost, quality and the least strain on the environment, is concerned. 
  
Wood is a sustainable resource.  
We can take out more wood without increasing our carbon footprint. We have a 
genuine passion for wood. 
  
That is why NAL (National Association of Norwegian Architects) puts so much effort 
into investigating and promoting this environmentally friendly resource.  
That is why we enter into alliances, like our with our co-organizers (and sponsors) at 
this event (Treteknisk, TreFokus, Foreningen Norske Lauvtrebruk and 
Arkitektbedriftene). 
That is why we very much look forward to the inspiration we surelyß gain from our 
guests and contributors today. 
That is why I hereby proudly announce this conference for opened: 
 
Think BIG - think wood, and good luck! 
 


